THE MANIFESTATIONS OF GOD

26. O thou who seekest the Kingdom of Heaven! Thy letter hath been received and its
contents noted.

The Holy Manifestations of God possess two stations: one is the physical station, and
one the spiritual. In other words, one station is that of a human being, and one, of the
Divine Reality. If the Manifestations are subjected to tests, it is in Their human station
only, not in the splendour of Their Divine Reality.

And further, these tests are such only from the viewpoint of mankind. That is, to outward
seeming, the human condition of the Holy Manifestations is subjected to tests, and
when Their strength and endurance have by this means been revealed in the plenitude
of power, other men receive instruction therefrom, and are made aware of how great
must be their own steadfastness and endurance under tests and trials. For the Divine
Educator must teach by word and also by deed, thus revealing to all the straight
pathway of truth.

As to my station, it is that of the servant of Bah4; 'Abdu'l-Baha, the visible expression of
servitude to the Threshold of the Abha Beauty.

(Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Baha, Page: 55)

O thou seeker of the Kingdom!

The letter was received and | became acquainted with its contents.

The Cause of Baha'u'llah is the same as the Cause of Christ. It is the same Temple and
the same Foundation. Both of these are spiritual springtimes and seasons of the soul-
refreshing awakening and the cause of the renovation of the life of mankind. The spring
of this year is the same as the spring of last year. The origins and ends are the same.
The sun of today is the sun of yesterday. In the coming of Christ, the divine teachings
were given in accordance with the infancy of the human race. The teachings of
Baha'u'llah have the same basic principles, but are according to the stage of the
maturity of the world and the requirements of this illumined age.

O thou seeker of the Kingdom! Make thou an effort so that thou mayest partake from
the spiritual Supper of the Lord. At that time every difficulty will become easy, and every
trouble will be conducive to the tranquility of the heart and soul.

| supplicate God that thy spiritual sight be opened so that thou mayest behold the
mysteries of the Kingdom and become the cause of ease, adornment, reconciliation,
faithfulness and uprightness in the human world.

(Tablets of 'Abdu'l-Baha, Page: 535)

Divine Manifestations

Is the Divine Manifestation, God?

Yes, and yet not in Essence. A Divine Manifestation is as a mirror reflecting the light of
the Sun. The light is the same and yet the mirror is not the Sun. All the Manifestations of
God bring the same Light; they only differ in degree, not in reality. The Truth is one. The
light is the same though the lamps may be different; we must look at the Light not at the
Lamp. If we accept the Light in one, we must accept the Light in all; all agree, because
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all are the same. The teaching is ever the same, it is only the outward forms that
change.

The Manifestations of God are as the heavenly bodies. All have their appointed place
and time of ascension, but the Light they give is the same. If one wishes to look for the
sun rising, one does not look always at the same point because that point changes with
the seasons. When one sees the sun rise further in the north one recognizes it, though
it has risen at a different point.

('Abdu'l-Baha in London, Page: 66)

When the prophets of God appear upon this earth, their validity is established by means
of certain proofs. One of the proofs is through the fulfilment of former prophecies, the
second proofs are their creative words and phrases which salute the hearts of humanity,
the third are their deeds and the fourth are their teachings.

('Abdu'l-Baha on Divine Philosophy, Page: 43)

The essential thing is the spiritual law - the outer material law is of small moment,
because material life has natural laws to protect it, but humanity lacks spiritual
education and needs instruction on the divine qualities. Christ gave this great
foundation, as did Mohammed, the Bab and Bah&'u'llah. They are all one. There is no
difference in their teachings. When we come to kind actions and to striving for the
highest ideals of humanity, these things remain the same in all ages, in all countries and
in all tongues.

The sun is always the sun. According to the position of the earth we receive its radiation
differently.

('Abdu'l-Baha on Divine Philosophy, Page: 69)
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